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1. Defining Borders and Cultural Audit  
 

The city of Marseille is known for its great cultural mix.  

 

Marseille is a crossroads of history and diversity. The history of this city is built by movements 

of populations, ideas and cultures. It is a crossroads city both within its territory and at the 

national and European level. 

 

Marseille is a city whose current population has been built on successive waves of migration. 

The three most important waves were those of the Italians at the end of the 19th century, the 

Armenians at the beginning of the 20th century, and then the North Africans and Comorians 

in the second half of the 20th century. 

 

Marseille is a city of diverse migrations, both temporary and permanent, as well as a place of 

welcome and passage for many migrants and refugees. Marseille is a port city, which makes 

it a place of transit, arrival and departure, as well as a stopover for many travelers leaving or 

stopping over in Europe. 

 

Successive waves of migration have built the city's identity and defined its current population 

as a "plural people". As the third Armenian city, the first Corsican city and the first Comorian 

city in the world, the third Jewish city in Europe, with large North African, Blackfoot and Italian 

communities, Marseille is one of the most cosmopolitan cities around the Mediterranean. 

 

The choice of neighborhoods for the BIM tour was made to show the cultural diversity but also 

the different segmentations that have been created throughout history.  

 

As a result, we identified 4 main neighborhoods in the city center with a strong identity linked 

to migration: the Vieux Port, Belsunce, Noailles and the Cours Julien. 

 

In each neighborhood, we have chosen historical aspects, key monuments of the identity and 

variables more related to contemporary culture and merchants: 

 

We will detail for each neighborhood the introductions that can be made before launching the 

participants in an interactive and participative discovery! The neighborhoods presented are 

juxtaposed but have identities with boundaries marked by walls, buildings or tramway lines. 

 

 

The Vieux Port : 

 

- The MUCEM  

- The Fort Saint Jean 

 

- The Cathedral of the Major 
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The Old Port was the economic center of Marseille until the middle of the 19th century, open 

to trade with the Mediterranean Sea and the French colonies. The commercial port activities 

were then moved to other sites further north: the basins of the current maritime port of 

Marseille. Today, the Old Port is a district welcoming many tourists who mix with the locals 

thanks to the various fish markets, bars and restaurants.  

 

It seemed important to us to present the MUCEM (Museum of European and Mediterranean 

Civilizations) to the participants.  Inaugurated in 2013, the MUCEM's vocation is to promote 

Mediterranean heritage. Its collection presents the singularities of the Mediterranean world 

through numerous objects and works of art, witnesses of past and contemporary customs and 

beliefs, it has been a turning point in the face of the neighborhood and a pole of attraction 

since 2014 for both Marseillais and tourists from around the world. 

 

As for Fort Saint Jean and the Cathedral de la Major, they are two remarkable buildings both 

by their architecture and by their role in the History of Marseille, and more particularly in the 

History of the Old Port. Their histories were mentioned to the participants so that they could 

understand the History of the Old Port and the issues of which it was the center.  

 

To go from the Old Port to Belsunce, we crossed the Panier district. It is the oldest district of 

Marseille. Today, the district is experiencing difficulties between the old working class 

inhabitants and the new rich who invest in seasonal rental apartments and souvenir stores. 

 

Belsunce : 

- The Door of Aix 

- The Alcazar Library 

- The Ancient Port 

 

The Belsunce district is the gateway to the center of Marseille.  

 

It is a very popular neighborhood with little diversity since the departure of part of the 

bourgeoisie in the 19th century, replaced by populations from different waves of immigration 

(Italian, Spanish, Armenian, African, Algerian, Moroccan, Tunisian and now Chinese). Today, 

the regional library and Colbert University bring a new form of diversity.  

 

It seemed important to us to take a route that passed in front of the Porte d'Aix. Architecturally, 

the Porte is remarkable, and it is located in the heart of a very popular district.  

 

Also, since the Library was under construction, it was impossible for us to see the entire 

exterior and we were only able to discover the history of this building from the street.   

 

 

 

As for the Ancient Port, we were able to visit the garden. The remains, revealed in 1967 during 

the construction of the Centre Bourse, are major historical witnesses. The site is structured 
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around the Roman road, the 

Greek ramparts and around the Ancient Port where the largest visible wreck in the world was 

discovered. A symbol of Marseille's commercial and port past, the garden stands out today in 

the heart of the Belsunce district. Notably by its location, within a shopping center. It is this 

diversity and this clash of cultures and eras that we also wanted to highlight in the visit. 

 

 

 

Noailles : 

 

We decided to focus the discovery of this district by meeting with the shopkeepers who 

represent the living and multicultural force of this district:  

 

- Maison Empereur 

- L'Herboristerie du Père Blaize 

- Saladin Epices du Monde 

 

Noailles, also called the "Belly of Marseille", was the district where we tried the most to break 

"borders" by getting in direct contact with the merchants of the district.  

 

Open-air market, typical of a Mediterranean city, Noailles is also a melting pot where cultures 

from all over the world meet. For several hundred years, this neighborhood has been one of 

Marseille's major commercial centers. Located near the port and in the heart of the city, it has 

become, with the development of maritime trade and the city, a major place for welcoming 

sailors, immigrants and merchants, selling fish, meat and spices. 

 

Among the oldest signs, there is that of the herbalist Père Blaize, freshly arrived from the Alps, 

and that of the ironmonger Louis Empereur, who settled there at the beginning of the 19th 

century. It seemed important to us to take advantage of the visit to discover these two shops.  

 

Moreover, Noailles is also the symbol of a mixture of cultures, origins, and a neighborhood in 

constant turmoil. We wanted to explore the neighborhood and discover the brands that 

represent this diversity. That's why we chose to make the participants discover the Saladin 

Epices du Monde store, a real institution established 70 years ago, which gathers an amazing 

number of spices from all over the world, dried fruits, cereals and very good handicrafts. 

 

 

The Cours Julien  

 

The Cours Julien being a street-art area, we only wanted to walk around the streets, without 

stopping in front of a particular building.  

 

In the past, the Cours Julien was a space dedicated to fruits and vegetables markets. The 

merchants unloaded their products in the open air. The markets were animated by the 

"Partisanes", still very much in the memory of the old people. In the 60's, the town hall decided 

to open up these places of exchange, the Arnavaux district became the only site for shops.  
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Today, the Cours Julien has become a very lively place; many designer stores, thrift stores, 

restaurants, bars... It is the artistic heart of the city thanks to its tags on the walls, exhibitions, 

musicians, concert halls... It has become the largest street art district in France. It is a place 

of relaxation for families with its outdoor games, its organic vegetable market on Wednesday 

morning, and the flower market on Thursday. It's also a trendy place for party people. 

 

  

 

 

2. Maps and Walking 
 

The choice of districts was made to show the cultural diversity but also the different segments 

that have been created over the course of history.  

 

Marseille is made up of 16 districts and covers 240.6 km². We therefore tried to find a route 

that would highlight this cultural diversity while including an itinerary that could be completed 

on foot and in a limited amount of time. Thus, the city center of Marseille, located between the 

districts of the Old Port, Belsunce and Noailles, corresponded perfectly to our research.  

 

We also thought about the time needed for the visit: We chose an itinerary that would take 

about 3h30, which seemed to us to be a maximum considering the availability of the 

participants. 

We had to take into account the distance to be covered and the interests (specialities, 

monuments, shops) linked to each district. 

 

Once the neighborhoods were defined, we took the responsibility to establish a list of the 

points not to be missed in the neighborhoods we were responsible for.  

 

Once this was done, we pooled our research to create a logical route that connected the 

different points to visit.  

 

Link to the map followed during our visit: 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1xbAKnNh2A62lbhJR7oiaLmyg0Mo2-

1fs&usp=sharing 

 

 

 

3.  Local Stakeholders  
 

We went to meet the shopkeepers with a strong identity in the Noailles district to ask them if it 

was possible that during our visit, we could stop between 5 and 10 minutes in their shop to 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1xbAKnNh2A62lbhJR7oiaLmyg0Mo2-1fs&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1xbAKnNh2A62lbhJR7oiaLmyg0Mo2-1fs&usp=sharing
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discuss with them and to 

have them explain the history of their shop and their evolution in the city of Marseille. 

 

The Maison Empereur refused to take part in the project despite the fact that they are a place 

of reference of a store installed in the heart of the district for several generations. This store is 

very well known both by the Marseilles inhabitants and quoted on many tourist guides. 

 

The Herboristerie du Père Blaize agreed to give us this time when we went to see them. On 

the day, we were allowed to go around the store and have a free tasting of herbal tea, but we 

didn't get an introduction from an employee, probably because of the other customers. When 

we visited the shop, the pharmacist in charge had taken the time to explain the history of the 

store to us. Thus, on the day of the visit, we were able to give the explanation we had to the 

participants.  

 

Saladin Épices du monde also accepted. On the day of the visit, the owner could not give 

us a presentation of the store himself because of the number of customers and the crowds, 

but he allowed us to have a tour of the store. 

 

 

4. Testing 
 

The week before the day of the visit we took the time to follow the defined route. This allowed 

us to realize the minimum duration (without counting the stops in front of the monuments, the 

taking of pictures and the discussion with the shopkeepers), which was 1h30.  

 

During this scouting we also went a second time to meet the shopkeepers to know if the time 

we had planned to pass (around 11 am), could be convenient for them. We also took the 

opportunity to find the restaurant where we wanted to eat with the participants, as well as the 

prices of the menu.  

  

5. BimGo Tasks  

 
In each district, we wanted to have both a part allowing the participants to learn more about 

the History of Marseille, and a part that was a little more interactive and that made the visit  

 

 

dynamic. In each district we explained the history of the places and monuments to the 

participants, who then had to answer either a quiz or a test.  

The questions of quizzes and pictures of the tests will be in the appendix of this document.  
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6. Digitalization  
 

The schedule of the visit was communicated on our social networks: Facebook, Instagram 

and Linkedin. During the visit, photos and stories were published on these networks.  

Then, after the visit we generated a QR Code, allowing us to make the visit accessible to a 

larger public. This QR Code could be communicated to our partners or to the students we met 

during our external interventions for a discovery without "facilitator".  

 

 QR Code of the card used during the visit: 
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7.  Annexes  
 

Old Port Interactive Quiz and Challenge 

 

Question 1: 

Until the 6th century B.C., Marseille was occupied by the Ligurian people but from then on, 

a people arrived and occupied the part currently occupied by Fort Saint-Jean, this people 

was the : 

1 - Celts 

2 - Romans 

3 - Greeks 

 

Question 2: 

There were 2 chains of 15 meters which authorized or prevented the access to the Old 

Port, where are they now? 

1 - In Italy 

2 - Buried in the sea 

3 - In Spain 

 

Question 3: 

Who decided to build it ? 

1 - Louis XII 

2 - Louis XIII 

3 - Louis XIV 

 

Question 4: 

During World War II, the fort came under German control and was used as: 

1 - As a prison 

2 - As an arms depot 

 

Challenge: Take a picture with your team, touching the 3 visible peaks of the Cathedral 
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Photos from the Challenge:  
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Quiz in Noailles  

 

Question 1  

 

1) What name is given to the district of Noailles? 

- The heart of the world  

- The belly of the world  

- The ear of the world 

 

Question 2 

 

2) Today Noailles is known for being : 

- A daily open air market 

- The best pizzeria in Marseille 

- An open air museum 

 

Question 3 

 

3) Which of these 3 propositions does not exist in Noailles? 

- The oldest hardware store in France 

- One of the last herbal pharmacies in France 

- A seller of more than 1000 spices 

➔ All the answers are correct  
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Cours Julien Challenge  

 

Challenge: 1 participant from each team had to race to the top of the steps leading to the 

Cours Julien. 

 

 

Testimonials of the organizers / facilitators of the Visit  

 

Cécile : 

 

I learned about canvassing merchants, which didn't always lead to the intended goal but still 

allowed us to create some contact with them. During the visit, I had the impression that I was 

the person who paid attention to the time and set the pace. The project seemed a bit ambitious 

to me to accomplish in a limited time frame, but I think we did well. Oral feedback from the 

participants confirmed that they too enjoyed it.  

 

Daryl: 

 

I discovered places and stores in Marseille that I didn't know about at the same time as the 

project participants. Before that, while doing my research for the presentation of the places I 

presented, I learned many interesting things. During that morning, I think I participated mostly 

as a person who makes sure that none of the participants are left out by going to talk to all of 

them during the tour and trying to include them in the discussions. 

 

Malvina: 

The project allowed me to discover places in Marseille that show its cultural diversity, it was a 

nice morning with foreign volunteers from different backgrounds. It was my first small project 

at Eurasia net, working in a team, canvassing shopkeepers, thinking about an interactive route 

by linking the history of Marseille, I enjoyed it. The difficulty was for me to chat in English with 

the participants, I was not necessarily at ease to explain them the history of a place. 
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Photos taken during the 

visit :
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